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SECRET CAIRO 43 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINT PFOR EG IS UN 

SUBJECT: REPORTED COMMENTS BY MINISTER OF INTERIOR 
ON ISRAELI DISENGAGEMENT 

1. USINT SOURCE HAS INFORMED US THAT ACCORDING TO 
CLOSE ASSOCIATE IN MINISTRY OF INTERIOR, MININT SALEM 
RETURNED FROM ASWAN ON JAN 4 AND SUMMONED DEPARTMENT 
HEADS TO SPECIAL MEETING FOR BRIEFING ON CURRENT 
SIATUION. SALEM REPORTEDLY INFORMED THESE MININT 
OFFICIALS THAT ISRAELI DISENGAGEMENT WOULD BEGIN AT END 
OF MONTH. ACCORDING TO SADAT, IDF FORCES WOULD MOVE TO 
A DISTANCE 30 KM EAST OF EGYPTIAN FORCES IN SINAI, AND 

THE BUFFER ZONE BETWEEN IDF AND EGYPTIAN FORCES 
WOULD BE OCCUPIED BY UNEF. SALEM SAID THAT A THINNING- 
OUT OF EGYPTIAN FORCES TO EAST OF CANAL WOULD OCCUR 
SIMULTANEOUSLY, ALTHOUGH THE DETAILS OF THIS ASPECT 
HAD NOT BEEN WORKED OUT. 

2. SALEM REPORTEDLY ADDED THAT ONCE ISRAELI DISENGAGEMENT 
BEGAN, SYRIANS AND PALESTINIANS WOULD JOIN GENEVA 
CONFERENCE. HE SAID THAT OIL BOYCOTT AGAINST US WOULD 
ALSO BE LIFTED AT THIS TIME. 

SMITH 

SECRET 
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